Spring 2019

S
S
E
W
T
E
O
N N

Retired and Senior Volunteer Program and Foster Grandparent Program
...where volunteers make a difference

				

Board Notes... A Driving Passion

by Jin Jenkins, RSVP Board President
One of my passions, when not volunteering through RSVP, is drawing. I love to draw street scenes, portraits, animals, jazz and rock gigs, you name it. But my first love is drawing cars. I think that autos represent the history of modern America, and our love affair with mobility and chasing the wide open spaces.
I don’t just love to look at cars; I love to drive them, too. But as I age, I know that I won’t be able to pursue that passion forever. For many folks over 55, driving becomes ever-more difficult, due to health, vision, economic concerns and so on. At some point, we all put the car in the garage for the last time.

RSVP's '55 Chevy by Jim Jenkins

continued on page 2
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What then? Public transportation — buses, cabs, etc. — can help, but they
can be expensive and don’t always go where and when you need to. Friends
and family can pitch in, but they have lives of their own. Often they are
seniors, too, with limited driving potential, or they live out of the area.
Enter RSVP Driver Services. We transport qualifying seniors to medical
appointments, and we deliver hot meals to seniors living in areas outside of
Madison. We pick you up at your doorstep, drop you off at the doctor’s office,
wait for you, and drive you home again. We knock at your door, deliver warm
meals and kind words, and see how you’re doing. And we do it day in and day
out. You can rely on us. Last year our 600+ drivers gave over 9,000 rides to
seniors in Dane County. And we delivered over 86,000 meals.
We always need more volunteer drivers. If you have a valid driver’s license,
a good driving record and a few hours to devote each month, you probably
qualify as a volunteer driver. If
you are a military veteran, you
might also consider our Vets
Helping Vets program, where
we give rides to military vets.
Your shared military experience can make you a trusted,
knowledgeable partner to vets
needing rides to medical appointments and related events.
Jim Jenkins
As an RSVP driver you’ll receive
-Mileage reimbursement
-Extra accident and liability insurance coverage
Want more information? For Driver Services contact Mary Schmelzer at
608-441-7896 or email mschmelzer@rsvpdane.org. If you are interested in
Vets Helping Vets, contact Joe Miller at 608-238-7901 or email Joe at jmiller@
rsvpdane.org
You may not get to drive a vintage ‘55 Chevy like the one on the front page,
but you’ll make new friends, stay active, and gain the satisfaction of knowing
that you’re helping others. Drive on!
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From the Desk of...

Indeed, many nations around the
world now suggest we are facing a
'loneliness epidemic.' The challenge we
face now is what can be done about it."
It’s easy to become isolated. Social
isolation can happen through loss of a
partner, family member, or close friend
due to a move, illness, or death. Social
isolation can happen due to retirement
and losing the pattern of going to
work and interacting with others on
a daily basis. Social isolation can
happen if you are experiencing health
challenges and are no longer able to
drive. Social isolation can happen
if you have suffered a financial loss

Krishna Sijapati

Social isolation is a silent killer,
and the problem is growing. In a
report from the National Association
of Area Agencies it was noted that
“Nearly one-fifth of older Americans
experience social isolation, which
drives nearly $7 billion in annual health
care costs.” And, according to research
by Julianne Holt-Lunstad, PhD,
professor of psychology at Brigham
Young University, which she presented
at the 125th Annual Convention of the
American Psychological Association
in 2017, Americans are experiencing
more loneliness. "With an increasing
aging population, the effect on public
health is only anticipated to increase.

Margie Zutter
Executive Director

and can’t afford to meet people for
a meal, movie, or other occasions, as
you did in the past. You can probably
add to this list! We do know that
social isolation leads to loneliness,
depression, health problems, death,
continued on page 9
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Senior Move Specialists
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Whatever life brings, we’ve got you covered.
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Want to make a difference in a child’s life?
Become a Foster Grandparent Volunteer
by Diana Jost

What is a Foster Grandparent?
If you like to work with youngsters and have some spare time, then you may enjoy tutoring and mentoring children in
Madison’s elementary schools through area Reach Dane Head Start opportunities or through RSVP’s Foster Grandparent
Program. The Foster Grandparent Program (FGP) is a unique volunteer opportunity for low-income seniors who
can commit at least five hours a week to mentor and tutor children. Foster Grandparents work one-on-one with those
children who have been identified by classroom teachers as needing additional help. As a Foster Grandparent, under the
supervision of the classroom teacher, you become an essential element in the lives of young children.
Do I need a lot of experience to be a Foster Grandparent?
No formal experience is needed. The Foster Grandparent Program offers all new volunteers an initial 40 hours of
training before placement, opportunities to shadow experienced Foster Grandparents, and ongoing monthly training
opportunities. Your willingness to serve in your community and to make a difference in the lives of young children is all
you need to begin the process. Foster Grandparents receive support from the classroom teacher, the Foster Grandparent
Coordinator, and through other opportunities to learn and grow.
Are there other Foster Grandparents in this program?
Yes! Most of our FGP volunteers have served for at least four years. They love working with the children and know
that they are making a difference in the classroom. Judy has been in the Reach Dane Head Start Program for eight years.
She stated this on last year’s survey: "I have several three- and four-year-old children that take a great interest in writing.
They come to my table as soon as breakfast or lunch is finished. I praise their work and make copies for them to take
home to show their parents. I feel good when the parents come to me and thank me for my teaching skills."
Do teachers support the Foster Grandparent Volunteers?
The teachers who provide direction to the volunteers believe they are a positive influence and provide needed assistance
to the students they interact with. Each year on the Annual Teacher Survey we get many comments supporting the
presence of FGP volunteers in the classroom:
+ “Larry is a wonderful asset to the classroom. He is competent and dependable, and he relates well to the children
and is loved by all. "
+ “Charlotte had an especially strong impact on a Nepali student with limited English. Her work with this student
allowed us to recognize his above-average math skills.”
+ “Ken is a wonderful person/volunteer. He understands the standards, expectations and needs in the classroom. We
have been together for three years and have a wonderful working relationship.”
Can I be a Foster Grandparent Volunteer?
The Foster Grandparent Program is a stipended volunteer program for those 55 and over who are income-eligible.
Volunteers will receive a tax-exempt stipend to help defray any cost of volunteering. They receive mileage and lunch
reimbursement as well. Volunteers also participate in four yearly recognition events to celebrate all the valuable work
they are doing in the community.
How do I find out more information or apply to be a Foster Grandparent Volunteer?
If you or someone you know would like to find out more information on becoming a Foster Grandparent Volunteer,
please contact Diana Jost, (608) 441-1393 or Laura Mikkelson, (608) 441-7894.
Remember the Schools need you! The kids need you!
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Our Foster Grandparents
by Laura Mickkelson

Take a look at our appealing group of Foster Grandparents; though Pat was missing, they were able to socialize
together by attending an in-service at our RSVP office, where DANEnet was nice enough to teach them Ipad 101.
After the in-service I asked a couple of the Foster Grandparents how they benefit from the program. The unanimous
response was that they are happier and healthier; they feel a sense of community, and it is so rewarding. I enjoyed
what Charlotte said to me: “Do you know what I tell my family when I get home each day from tutoring? I say, My
student-kids are amazing!”
We are in the process of making a huge marketing recruitment push for a minimum of 25 Foster Grandparents.
Our first noticeable advertising will be bus cards on fifty of the Madison metro buses, and we will be making
appearances on local television and radio stations along with other opportunities in the works. Keep looking for us
in the community! If you know anyone who would qualify for this program, please pass this information along and,
if you have any marketing contacts, we would love to hear from you.
Get involved and join the Foster Grandparent program today. Contact Laura Mikkelson by phone at 608-4417894 or email her at lmikkelson@rsvpdane.org .
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RSVP Calendar
RSVP Open House
Thursday, April 11th, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Good Friday Holiday
Friday, April 19th -- office closes at noon

RSVP Board Meeting
Monday, April 15th - 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Walgreens Senior Days
RSVP will have a table at Walgreens:
7810 Mineral Point Rd. on Tuesday, April 2nd
2121 S. Park St. and 5702 Raymond Rd. on Tuesday, May 7th

Memorial Day Holiday
Monday, May 27th - office closed
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Volunteers in the News
Congratulations to the following RSVP Volunteers in the news:
RSVP of Dane County’s Group Projects Volunteers
Wisconsin State Journal, 12/24/18
Article: Seniors offer gift of warmth by Pamela Cotant
Larry Orr, Foster Grandparent Volunteer
Monona Radio 98.7, The Voice of Monona, March 13, 2019

New Grants and Additional Funding
In December, RSVP received a grant award of $5,000 from Friends of UW Health for RSVP Driver Services/Vets
Helping Vets for 2019. This grant will help us recruit additional volunteer drivers and provide rides for older adults
and veterans, helping them to remain independent. Thank you, Friends of UW Health!
In February, RSVP received $700 from the Executive MBA Class of 2020 at UW-Madison who donated the proceeds
of their holiday auction to our program. We appreciate their support!

W

Welcome New Volunteers

e enrolled 32 new volunteers from December 2018 through January, 2019, serving in
a wide variety of assignments throughout Dane County. Do you know someone who
might like to volunteer? RSVP volunteers are our best recruiters as they spread the word
about why they like volunteering and the need for more volunteers. For a sampling of current
requests, see our Volunteer Opportunities sections. Please pass this newsletter on to a friend
or neighbor and tell them what RSVP means to you!
JoAnn Anderson
Virginia Bormett
Terry J. Brenny
Madelyn R. Brown
Allan Collins
Nicole Degner
Helene Demont
Bill C. Dresser
Tammy L. Dresser
Don Hagen
John D. Hook
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Gary M. Keyes
James E. Lescohier
Pam Lewis
Werner R. Mackler
Tobey Marsceill
JoEllen McDowell
Tim J. McDowell
Rolfe K. Nervig
Jim C. Nettesheim
Jean Nohr
Robert J. Olson

Mary Regel
Lisa Riehl
Cynthia (Cindy) Salvitti
Anne Schoenemann
Thomas L. Schroll
Sharanne Stitgen
Georgia Wagner
Barry R. Wanner
Natalie Witte
Karl M. Woger

Want to get in
touch with
us ?
Simply dial 238-RSVP (7787)
or e-mail us at
info@rsvpdane.org – or you
can reach individual staff
members directly at the phone
numbers/e-mail addresses
listed at right. In the event
we’re not available at the time
you call, our 24-hour voice
mail will ensure you receive a
prompt response.

Administrative

Driver Services Program

Margie Zutter, Executive Director
663-7536, mzutter@rsvpdane.org
Diana Jost, Assistant Director
441-1393, djost@rsvpdane.org
Jack Guzman, Office Support Administrator
238-7933, jguzman@rsvpdane.org

Mary Schmelzer, Driver Services
Co-Manager
441-7896, mschmelzer@
rsvpdane.org
Debbie Bormann, Driver Services
Co-Manager
441-7892, dbormann@
rsvpdane.org
Robin Heilprin, Madison/Monona
Ride Coordinator
441-7898, rheilprin@rsvpdane.org
Joe Miller, Vets Helping Vets
Coordinator
238-7901, jmiller@rsvpdane.
org
Luanne Fax, Driver Services
Marketing & Recruitment
Program Assitant
310-7281, lfax@rsvpdane.org

Krishna Sijapati, Accountant
441-7899, ksijapati@rsvpdane.org

Program Coordinators
Jan Karst, Community Connections Coordinator
441-7891, jkarst@rsvpdane.org
Laura Mikkelson, Intergerational/Foster
Grandparent Program Coordinator
441-7894, lmikkelson@rsvpdane.org
Kate Seal, Group Projects/Homeworkers Program Coordinator
310-7280, kseal@rsvpdane.org
Mary Stamstad, Triad Coordinator
441-7897, mstamstad@rsvpdane.org

From the Desk of from page 3
elder abuse, etc. There are no
positive outcomes of social isolation.
We all need to work hard to avoid
becoming victims of this epidemic.
Volunteering with RSVP of Dane
County is one big way to avoid
becoming a victim. We offer two
of the Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS) Senior
Corps programs – Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program (RSVP) and the
Foster Grandparent Program (FGP).
A new independent report sponsored
by CNCS states the following:
1. Senior Corps volunteers reported
much higher self-rated health scores,

compared to older adults in similar
circumstances who do not volunteer;
2. Senior Corps volunteers reported
feeling significantly less depressed
and less isolated compared to nonvolunteers; and 3.Senior Corps
provides older adults with important
opportunities to serve their community.
Volunteering helps you stay
connected.
And, the people
you serve stay connected too!
“Through RSVP, I have acquired
a friendship circle of awesome,
giving, caring people who care
about people . ...Stoughton passenger

“I would not be able to keep
doctor/medical appointments
without RSVP Vets Helping Vets. It
keeps me healthier and more
active and able to interact with
people and then I am less
isolated.”…Fitchburg passenger
On April 11th, at our annual Open
House, Tracy Schroepfer (Professor,
Hartford Geriatric Social Faculty
School, School of Social Work, U.W.
Madison) will be talking from 1:45 –
2:15 p.m. about social isolation and
the health benefits of volunteering.
Please come and bring a friend!
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Bus Buddy Tours
Kicks off 2019 Season
The Bus Buddy Tours Program, with funding from Dane County Human Services and AAA, offers seniors
the opportunity to ride along with other participants on the bus to designated locations. The program
is designed to teach seniors, age 60 and over, how to navigate the Madison Metro Bus System while
experiencing a fun social-group outing. In May, Bus Buddy Tours will kick off its 2019 season offering
five fun-filled trips to local points of interest. Please see the schedule below for dates and locations. Each
participant will receive a Bus Buddy T-shirt, a 10-ride bus pass, and a Madison Metro Bus Ride Guide.
Wednesday, May 29th		
Monona Terrace Mindful Meditation
				
Enjoy scenic Monona Terrace and experience a brief class in Mindful
				Meditation.
June date TBA			
				
				

The Bubbler at the Madison Public Library
Enjoy participating in a hands-on project at the Bubbler Room,
followed by lunch at Parthenon Gyro restaurant.

Wednesday, July 24th:		
Senior Day at Madison Mallard’s Baseball
				
Come experience all the fun of a Madison Mallard Baseball game.
				Game starts at 12:05.p.m..
Thursday, August 20th		
				

Point Cinema
Enjoy a blockbuster movie during Point Cinema’s $5.00 Tuesdays.

September date TBA		
				
				

UW Space Place
Learn about the stars and constellations and planets on a tour of
UW Space Place. Lunch follows at El Pastor.

Wednesday, October 23rd

End of Season lunch at RSVP of Dane County.

		

The RSVP Bus Buddy Individual Program offers seniors an opportunity for help and companionship
from experienced volunteers to utilize the bus system. The program opens the opportunity for seniors to
take the Madison Metro wherever they like, seven days a week. RSVP will match you with an experienced
Bus Buddy Coordinator to accompany and teach you the Madison Metro Bus System. If you would
like individual training to ride the bus, or are interested in becoming a Bus Buddy Coordinator, please
contact Jan Karst at 441-7891 or Jkarst@rsvpdane.org . You may also contact Diana Jost at 441-1393
or djost@rsvpdane.org .
This program is funded in part by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) as authorized
under 49 U.S.C. § 5310 Mobility Options of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities
Program (CFDA 20.521).
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Intergenerational Volunteer Spotlight

by Laura Mikkelson
I would like to introduce Bob Coffin. He has been an the children in the Advanced Learning Plan; he believes
RSVP of Dane County volunteer for fifteen years. Bob is he learns from them as much as they learn from him.
a very busy man just within the Intergenerational Program
Bob talked about how he finds time to volunteer. He
alone. He is involved with Computer Buddies, with the WWII stated that he does not have a television nor is he on social
History Project at Memorial H.S., and with Commonwealth media. He reads to his wife nightly while she is doing
Mock Interviews. He is a Madison
the dishes and, with tutoring in Dane
Advanced Learning tutor at Emerson,
County schools, that takes up about
Lowell, and Marquette Schools – and
eight hours of his time in a week.
the list goes on with other volunteer
Bob was asked about the benefits of
programs through RSVP.
volunteering, and he said it keeps him
When asked about his experience
active; he quoted Benjamin Franklin:
with the Computer Buddy program,
“A key used every day stays shiny.”
he said he enjoys talking to a student
If you are interested in volunteering
who would not otherwise have a
for the Intergenerational Program
chance to talk to an elder individual he
where you will be placed in an
does not know. In the past, one could
educational setting with youth, I
walk down their neighborhood and
can help find the perfect volunteertalk to anyone they saw, but nowadays
match for you based on your interests.
that is not the case. He is in high
Please contact me at 608-441-7894 or
Bob Coffin
demand at the schools since he tutors
lmikkelson @ rsvpdane.org .

Accessibility Solutions
That Are Customizable
To Meet Your Needs!

Proudly serving the Greater
Madison Area for 80 years!

Call: (608) 222-1243
Gansercompany.com
		

Tony Vavroch to place an ad today!
tvavroch@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6432
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RSVP Donor Honor Roll
We gratefully acknowledge donations received from the following individuals and organizations
since our last newsletter, and extend our thanks to each for their generous support.

Leadership Circle
($1,000+)
Trudy Brule
Michael and Marita Menard

Patron ($500-999)
E-MBA 2020 Class UWMadison
Walter Hamady
John and Donna
Montgomery

Sponsor ($250-499)
John and Carmen Skilton
Tim and Lori Stadelman

In-Kind
Cherry Brown
Cristina Ellmann
Margaret Jensen
Carmen Skilton
Mary Updike
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Advocate ($100-249)

Partner ($50-99)

Peter Acker
Judith Amacker
Norman Bair
Charles and Joanne Bunge
Arnold and Donna 		
Chandler
Ross and Penny DePaola
Pat and Joseph Dreyer
Thomas and Ann Duter
Arnold and Diane
Evensen
Grant Gelhar
Bruce and Cheryl Halverson
Kristy Halverson
Jean Holzmann
John and Karen Icke
Susan A. Klein
James Krueger
Robert Lenz
Georgiana Luecker
Reiny Meihsner
Dave Nichols
Jean Rush
Thomas Sobota
Vennevoll, Inc.
Judy Zvara

Mary Blasdel
Roger D. Brooks
Disarming the Playground
Kristina Dux
Elaine Fischer
Richard and Diane Fronek
Gay Gross
Joyce Hardwick
Vib Kale
Don and Lynn Klink
Virginia Logsdon
Madison Monona Lioness
Alfred Malz
Judy McAusland
Lucile McFee
Ebby Melahn
Vince Jenkins and
Stephanie Moritz
Lila Stenbroten
Sharanne Stitgen
David and Judy Suchman
Michael and Judith Vivion
Henry Wertheimer
Dave and Carol Zoerb

Donor ($1 - $49)
Joan Byrne
Ted Cappas
Patricia Cefalu
Dorothy Chapek
Doloras Crooks
Susan Ezalarab
Vicki Gustafson
Alice Hampton
Marilyn Henry
Betty Hirsch
Melvin E. Hustad
Anne Irish
John and Linda Johnson
Sudha and Madhu Joshi
Peggy Kratz
Sheila LeMahieu-Ramsey
Maureen F. Mazzaoui
Esther Olson
Patrick Reidy
Dave Ripp
Gaspare J. Saladino
Patricia Schulz
Suzanne Skubal
Lois E. Tyler
Christina Wagner
Keith and Margie Zutter

Meet Bill Arthur!
by Margie Zutter

RSVP volunteer Bill Arthur is a life-long Madison
area resident. He has a degree in economics from
UW-Madison. He served in the Army for two years
and was introduced to data processing, working on
huge computers which helped him find a job with the
data processing division of Continental Oil and then
with Sycom, a local business forms producer. After he
retired as one of the partners of Sycom, he met with
Rita Meihnser, past RSVP Director, to find out how
he could share his skills and interests. Since then he
has volunteered in many different capacities including
serving as President of the RSVP Board. Since 1997,
he has volunteered with The ARC – Dane County,
helping with the annual fruit fundraiser (pictured).
For sixteen years, Bill served as the President of the
CSCI (Community Services, Inc.) board, helping the
nonprofit center provide affordable office space to
ten nonprofit tenants and partners. He has helped
SCORE (Senior Corps Of Retired Executives) since
2006 and also took pictures for the UW Arboretum
newsletter for 13 years. In addition, Bill is a member
of Downtown Kiwanis, helping them with their weekly
power-point presentations.
I met Bill in 1995 when I started working with him
to produce RSVP News Notes. Since the October
issue of 1995, Bill has been the Creative Designer of
News Notes for 94 issues, including this one! In 2001
Bill Arthur won RSVP’s STAR Award for Leadership.
Frank Alfano, who nominated Bill, said, “I believe if
a person would sit down and calculate the amount of
time that Bill has committed to RSVP and the other
organizations that he is involved with, they would realize
what a tremendous person he is and his influence on
the Dane County and Madison communities. Bill has a
gift for photo/journalism, a cheerful attitude, a natural
curiosity, and an easy way with people from all walks
of life.” These words are still true today. Twentyfour years later, 15,847.50 volunteer hours later, Bill
continues to give his time helping others.
Bill is a member of RSVP’s Leadership Circle, a
winner of the President’s Lifetime Achievement
Award, and the RSVP Length of Service Award. Bill

says he continues to enjoy his volunteer work and helping
organizations. The people he meets and works with are a
special part of his experience.
An old knock-knock joke is appropriate here (see his
picture below): Knock! Knock! Who’s there? Orange.
Orange who? “Orange” you glad Bill signed up as an RSVP
volunteer in 1995? The answer is YES. Thank you, Bill,
for all you do!

Bill Arthur helping at The ARC –
Dane County Fruit Fund Raiser
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Want to save energy?

Make mge.com your first stop
• Get easy, low-cost ways to save energy
• Use calculators to estimate your savings
• View energy-saving brochures
• Learn about Focus on Energy

GS3205 02/02/2018
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We are your choice for
Long-Term Care for Seniors
and adults with disabilities.
Helping you remain safe,
independent, and active in
your community.

1-877-489-3814 www.mychoicefamilycare.org
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

RSVP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
... where volunteers make a difference

Plant flowers in others’ gardens and your life becomes a bouquet!
		
Author: Unknown

PROSPECT GARDENS, a green space of prairie plants
along the Southwest Bike/Commuter Path, needs volunteers
to help maintain or restore trails and public gardens along
the Southwest Commuter Path a few blocks west of Camp
Randall, and between Commonwealth Avenue and the
Beltline. Think Spring!
MADISON FOOD PANTRY GARDENS needs
many volunteers to help plant, grow, and harvest lots of
vegetables and herbs which all supply the food pantries
with fresh produce! There are eight gardens located
throughout Dane County! Open work sessions take place
throughout the week, the day itself depending on which
location you choose.
UW ARBORETUM is looking for volunteers who would
like to be trained as Stewards to patrol the trails four hours
a month. Stewards keep Arboretum lands safe and clean,
track phenological sightings, and interact with visitors.
Help get food out to those who need it in our community!
COMMUNITY ACTION COALITION needs volunteers
to help in their warehouse by sorting food and labeling
cans. Shifts available are on Monday, Tuesday, and
Friday afternoons, as well as on Wednesday and Thursday
mornings and afternoons. Volunteers must be able to bend,
stoop, and push carts.
SSM HEALTH ST. MARY’S CARE CENTER would
like volunteers to help residents with bingo and activities
like card-playing, games, and puzzles. The center also
has a small resident “store” on Fridays from 1:30 – 3:30
p.m. and needs volunteers to set up the store and help the
residents with purchases of snacks and items of interest.
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WISCONSIN HISTORICAL MUSEUM needs
Information Desk volunteers to greet visitors from
around the world and help explain the layout of the
Museum. A fun job!
COMMUNITY ACTION COALITION
GLEANERS is looking for volunteers to do a
weekly route of picking up excess food at one
location (stores, etc.) and delivering it to another
(food pantries and nutrition sites).
CATHOLIC MULTICULTURAL CENTER needs
Food Pantry Volunteers on Tuesday and Thursdays.
Help guests shop and load needed groceries!
The RSVP BUS BUDDY program needs volunteers
who are seasoned bus riders and would like to
teach others how to read the RIDE GUIDE and
take the buses. You can open a whole new road to
independence. Learning to ride the Madison Metro
Buses can be confusing and intimidating! Take a ride
with a new rider a few times untill that person feels
confident and able to ride independently! Join us on
BUS BUDDY outings with groups of new learners
from all sides of town to places of interest around
Madison!
DANE COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY needs
volunteers to work two or three hour long shifts at the
Thrift Shop on Grand Canyon Drive stocking shelves,
helping customers, and operating the cash register.
Pets are welcome.
CALL JAN AT 441-7891
RSVP VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS – WHERE
VOLUNTEERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

Four Group Projects Volunteers
Honored at 2018 Annual
Volunteer Appreciation Lunch
Helen Awe was awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award,
volunteering over 4000 hours (in only 10 years!) as a Group
Project volunteer with the Verona Hometown Helpers, a
knitting, crocheting and sewing group that meets monthly
at the Verona Senior Center. Helen taught herself how to
knit when she was young by reading a book. She is quietnatured and says the Verona RSVP Hometown Helpers
Group accepted her quietness right away and befriended
her when she needed friends most, as she was new to
Madison and newly widowed. She cherishes the social
aspect of the knitting group and enjoys making Packer
and Badger colored children’s mittens best. She made
hats, mittens and blankets for her own children and
grandchildren and now continues her love of knitting for
other children in need. Warming children’s hands warms
her heart.
Marie Buttchen was acknowledged for volunteering over
20 years with RSVP, a Length of Service Award. She
has volunteered as an Escort Driver, Home Delivered
Meal Driver, and as a Group Project Worker with the
Mt. Horeb Group, making pillows, stuffed bears and
blankets. Marie has always lived an active life and said
that retirement was boring until she went back to work
and started volunteering with RSVP! She enjoyed making
the items for group projects and enjoyed the ladies in the
Mt. Horeb Group, as they were fun and told great stories.
Marie will be retiring from volunteering this year but is
very excited to celebrate her 20 years!
Doris Gerry received a Lifetime Achievement Award
for over 4000 hours volunteering in the Oregon Senior

Center, and quilting in the Group Projects program. She
specializes in making "Strip Quilts", using leftover strips
of fabric and designing them into beautiful patterns.
She has the "desire to be useful and worthwhile to
someone for as long as she can." She does not want to
be stagnant and quilting makes her feel good – "it is her
joy.” She very much enjoys her cohorts in the Oregon
Group Projects quilting group and says their friendship
and the work they do together is very important.  
Audrey Boushon received a Lifetime Achievement
Award for spending over 4000 hours making quilts,
pillowcases, and tote bags for Group Projects. She is
a self-taught seamstress. Audrey learned to sew on a
peddle machine when she was 10 and has been using
this skill to benefit her family and community ever
since. She no longer drives, so a fellow volunteer drives
her to and from each Group Project Meeting. This gets
her out of the house, keeps her social (and laughing)
and doing what she loves!

Helen Awe

Doris Gerry

Marie Buttchen

Audrey Boushon
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news notes

MEMORIALS AND TRIBUTES
Memorial and tribute gifts to RSVP are a meaningful way to honor someone special and to extend the services provided
by volunteers. Every dollar contributed allows us to enrich the lives of many children, families, and older persons.
CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP IN MEMORY OF
 Elizabeth “Betty” Amacker by Judith Amacker
 Anna Kruhn Hamady by Walter Hamady
 Eugene O. Holzmann by Jean Holzmann
 Timothy Jost and Eleanor Hinsel by Keith and Margie Zutter
 Wilbur Hirsch by Betty Hirsch

 Dorothy Krueger by James Krueger
 Gene Knepprath by Ross and Penny DePaola
 Rita Meihsner by Reiny Meihsner
 Len Rush by Jean Rush
 Leonard and Jennie Saladino by Gaspare J. Saladino

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO RSVP IN HONOR OF
 Mary Stamstad by Joyce Hardwick
 RSVP Driver Services by Peter Acker
 RSVP Drivers by Dorothy Chapek, Elaine A. Fischer and
 Wm and Delores White by Patricia Cefalu

Mary L. Blasdel

OUR VISION
RSVP of Dane County aspires to build and expand
a community-wide network of volunteers and organizations
that unites compassionate, experienced adults with meaningful
and fulfilling service opportunities, which enrich the lives of
the volunteers while enhancing support for people in need.
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OUR MISSION
To make a positive impact in the community by
recruiting volunteers 55 and older to help deliver
priority services to people of all ages, providing
Dane County with a valuable resource.

Save the Date - Triad
Cottage Grove Triad - at Drumlin Residences, 107 E. Reynolds Street, Cottage Grove
3/26/19 - Travel Safety, Christine Bergan, AAA
					
4/16/19 - 10:00 a.m. - Advance Funeral Planning, Darrin Kolka, Cress Funeral Home 		
5/21/19 - 10 a.m. - Yoga for Seniors: How to Keep Our Bodies Strong for Safety 		
6/18/19 – 10.a.m. - Scams/Financial Abuse/Fraud
Verona Triad - at Verona Senior Center, 108 Paoli Street, Verona
3/29/19 - 10:30 a.m. - Elder Abuse & Neglect, LeeAnn Grimm, Dane County Adult Protective Services
4/3/19 - 12:30 – 2:30 - Internet Crimes and Scams, Detective Dosher, Dane County Sheriff’s Office
4/26/19 – 11:00 -1:00 - Drug Take Back Event
5/10/19 - Avoid Becoming a Victim of Theft, Ryan Atkins, Verona Police Department
6/27/19 - Appreciating Our Diversity to Reduce Conflict, Angela Velasquez, Dane County Area Agency on Aging
				
West Madison Triad
3/27/19 - 10:00 a.m. - Elder Domestic Abuse, Sara Flugum, DAIS at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 5701 Raymond Road
4/24/19 - 10:00 a.m. - Spring Cleaning/Recycling rules/ Roll Out Program at Oakwood Village University Woods, 6205 Mineral Point Road 			
(shredding available)
5/22/19 - 10:00 a.m. - “Don’t Make Yourself an Easy Target”- speaker to be determined
6/26/19 - 10:00 a.m. Travel Safety, Ed Mani, Burkhalter Travel, 6501 Mineral Point Rd. Madison, WI
September 27, 2019 – 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Triad Annual Conference at American Family Insurance Training Center,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI
For more information Contact: mstamstad@rsvpdane.org
RSVP of Dane County- 6501 Watts Rd., Ste. 250, Madison, WI 53719
www.rsvpdane.org 608-441-7897

Volunteers are the Heart of Hospice
Heartland volunteers offer companionship
and practical, compassionate help.

• Friendly Visits • Pet Visits • Vigil
• Veteran-to-Veteran visits • Clerical Support
The time, care and support provided by Heartland
volunteers greatly impacts our patients and their families.
Volunteer time commitments a◆e flexible.

Contact our Volunteer Coordinators
at 608-819-0033

Live well, feel safe, we’ve got you covered.
• Rehabilitation Services
• Skilled Nursing Care
• Assisted Living
• Independent Living

228 W. Main Street • Sun Prairie
608-837-5959

www.sunprairiehc.com

Call LPi today for advertising info (800) 950-9952

We’ll help you every
step of the way.

Offering a continuum
of care for seniors:
> Independent Living
> Assisted Living
> Memory Care
> Rehabilitation
Call 608-663-8600 or email
madisonsales@oakparkplace.com.

718 Jupiter Dr., Madison, WI 53718
oakparkplace.com/madison

		

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

RSVP Calendar
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Ex-officio:
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How can you help your community? Where can I volunteer? What would I like to do?
RSVP of Dane County may be able to help you answer those questions. Come find
out the many volunteer opportunities available in Dane County

RSVP of Dane County’s Open House
In honor of National Volunteer Week
Thursday, April 11th 2019
1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
6501 Watts Road, Suite 250, Madison 53719
Tracy A. Schroepfer, PhD will speak about Social Isolation and the health benefits of
volunteering. Professor Schroepfer is a Hartford Geriatric Social Work Faculty Scholar
and works with the School of Social Work at the University of Wisconsin Madison.
Come enjoy a light snack, and talk to one of our Volunteer Coordinators about a way
you can make a difference!
Thank you RSVP Volunteers for all that you do in our community!

